THE SCENE IS CHANGED

done before : to look backward and to write about myself.
Both have been simpler than I anticipated; and perhaps
for the reason that both have been concerned with the truth
of art as I see it, and not with the much more miscellaneous
and perplexing " truth " about life. The record has been
integral, but it does not pretend to generality in the personal
or any other sense. Looking backward is a thing I have
enjoyed because the scene of movement has so often taken
the shape of theatre ; yet I do not want to see this play of
outer life again. I have seen it once and profited by the
entertainment and that is enough. What is to come absorbs
me far more, for the act of preparation and the development
of the drama are over, and I find nothing forbidding in the
word catastrophe, which means only solution and clarifica-
tion, whether through a Messenger or otherwise. Actually
I would wish nothing better for myself than now, in this
opening of the new drama which follows the conclusion of
the old, to take the character of solitary man and join him as
comrade in his anonymous, unbroken and not unfriendly
ranks.
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